
COMPETITION

Win a luxury 
family holiday 

to Croatia

P42
Inspiring minds
Science in 
prep schools

P82
Chemmy 
Alcott
My school days

INSIDE...

NURSERY & PREP EDITION  Þ SUMMER 2014 Þ  www.independentschoolparent.com

PLUS... CHOOSING YOUR NEXT SCHOOL • TEACHING EMOTIONAL RESILIENCE

COMPETITIONCOMPETITION

Win a luxury 
family holiday 

to Croatia

PLUS... CHOOSING YOUR NEXT SCHOOL • TEACHING EMOTIONAL RESILIENCE

Free Range
Children
The value of outdoor activities

THINGS
TO DO THIS 

SUMMER

THINGS
TO DO THIS 

SUMMER

Great

FREE 
for parents 

of children at 
independent 

schools

001_ISP_1114.finalv6.indd   1 30/4/14   10:45:46



CNP Ltd, Jubilee House, 
2 Jubilee Place, London SW3 3TQ
Tel (020)  7349 3700
Fax (020)  7349 3701
Email editor@independentschoolparent.com

For website and subscriptions, please visit: 
independentschoolparent.com/register

EDITORIAL
Editor Claudia Dudman
Art Editor Marc Walker
Sub Editor Natalie Milner

PUBLISHING
Publisher & Managing Director Paul Dobson
Deputy Managing Director Steve Ross
Commercial Director Vicki Gavin
Media Manager James Dobson
Subscriptions Manager Will Delmont
020 7349 3710, will.delmont@
chelseamagazines.com
Marketing Manager Chatty Dobson
Production www.allpointsmedia.co.uk
Printed in England by Wyndeham Heron, Essex

ADVERTISING
Senior Sales Executive Andy Mabbitt 
Client Development James Darnborough
Sales Executives Thomas McMahon, 
Maryann McIver

DISTRIBUTION 
Independent School Parent magazine is for parents 
of children educated in prep and senior independent 
schools across the UK. The prep and senior issues are 
published termly. Parents can subscribe for a free 
issue at: independentschoolparent.com/register

Independent School Parent also publishes A First 
Eleven Guide to Independent Schools biannually. 
© CNP Ltd 2014. All rights reserved. Text and 
pictures are copyright restricted and must not be 
reproduced without permission from the publisher.  
The information contained in Independent School 
Parent magazine has been published in good faith 
and every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy. 
All liability for loss, negligence or damage caused 
by reliance on the information contained within 
this publication is hereby excluded. All pictures by 
Thinkstock unless otherwise credited.

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

David Moncrieff, Chairman
Tor Down, Parent
James Durant, UCAS
Andrew Fleck, Sedbergh School 
Tory Gillingham, AMDIS
Rachel Kerr, Girls’ Schools Association
Glynis Kozma, Educational Journalist
Zoe MacDougall, Teacher
Heidi Salmons, The Headmasters’
& Headmistresses’ Conference 
Dr Anthony Seldon, Wellington College
Elaine Stallard, Elaine Stallard Consulting
The Rt Hon Graham Stuart MP,
Chairman of the Education Select Committee
Sheila Thompson, Boarding Schools’ Association
Ben Vessey, Canford School
David Wellesley-Wesley, Independent Schools Show
Peter Young, Marketing/Brand Consultant

www.independentschoolparent.com SUMMER 2014 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL PARENT 3

CONTENTS

Education
5 News 
Our round-up of hot topics

22 Free range children
Katie Hughes looks at how prep schools 
make use of the great outdoors 

25 Relative values
Robin McCarthy explains how Moffats prep 
still runs in the family – with values to match

27 Great expectations
How are today’s pupils dealing with the 
pressure? Natalie Milner fi nds out

42 Inspiring minds
The importance of nuturing scientifi c 
curiosity in prep schools, by Dr Philip Hoskin 

45 Sports scholarships
Thea Jourdan describes how your budding 
athlete could help you save on the fees 

48 We are sailing...
Sailing is hot in our prep schools – Tracy 
Cook discovers what all the fuss is about

In Focus
10 How to choose a senior school
Thalia Thompson gives top tips on how to 
prepare your child for the big move

17 Helping hand
Kilgraston’s head of pastoral describes the 
school’s unique mentoring system 

33 Just a di� erent way of learning
Special educational needs advice from 
Charlotte Phillips; and how to spot if your 
child is dyslexic

39 Behind the scenes
Head of SEN at Portland Place describes 
Thinking Differently Week

40 Learning to live with dyslexia
Mum Sarah Brinton explains how a 
specialist prep school helped her son

Comment
19 Mind your manners, please
Ben Evans extols the importance of 
manners 

21 Do you do your child’s homework? 
Glynis Kozma asks how far you should help

57 The Great War: my story
Master of Wellington College, Dr Anthony 
Seldon, writes about his family’s experience 
School’s Out

54 Bright young things
Ebba Jacobsson checks out the stars from 
the independent school sector

52 “Just champion!”
Giulia Rhodes’ survival guide to the fi xture 
that parents dread – sports day

Life
28 Boycrafting
Things to make and do with boys

58 Get active!
We select six of the best adventurous family 
holidays in fabulous destinations

66 Book club
A round up of the top beach reads for you 
and holiday books to keep the kids reading

70 Chain reaction
Allergies are on the rise – but schools are 
prepared, says Thea Jourdan

74 Competition
Win a luxury family holiday to Croatia with 
Sun Gardens and Scott Dunn’s new kids’ club

77 What’s on
Things to do this summer holiday; plus we 
have some great offers! Two-for-one tickets 
to the Foodies Festival and 10% off a luxury 
cabin with Forest Holidays

82 School memories
Olympic alpine skier Chemmy Alcott
looks back on her time at Surbiton High

Cover: Walhampton, 
Hampshire

Contents

Claudia Dudman, Editor

Issue 11 Summer 2014
independentschoolparent.com

Summer is finally here – and we’re celebrating the 
great outdoors. In Free Range Children, (page 22) 
Katie Hughes explores what prep schools have up 
their sleeves to entice pupils off their gadgets, away from 
the TV and into the fresh air. Yes, a Swallows and Amazons type of 
childhood does exist and is thriving! Come September, some of you will 
be looking at senior schools; Thalia Thompson has some handy hints and 
tips for how to prepare your child for the big move. Take a look at our pick 
of six of the best action-packed family holidays, in idyllic destinations 
across the globe, on page 58. And don’t forget to enter our competition on 
page 74, where you could win a luxury stay at Sun Gardens, Dubrovnik. 
Good luck – and see you in September!
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COMPETiTION

WIN a Luxury Family Holiday 
at Sun Gardens, Dubrovnik
Independent School Parent has teamed up with the beautiful Sun Gardens, 
Dubrovnik and luxury tour operator Scott Dunn, to offer a four-night family break

S un Gardens, Dubrovnik, 
Scott Dunn and Independent 
School Parent are delighted 
to offer readers the chance to 

win a four-night stay in the world-
class Sun Gardens, Dubrovnik resort 
complete with own-brand OCCO spa, 
countless restaurants and bars, a 
small collection of shops and three 
pools, each perfectly situated to make 
the most of the Croatian weather. 

Sitting on the cobalt blue Adriatic, 
Sun Gardens, Dubrovnik boasts 
views of the Elafiti Islands and – this 
May – the resort launched a Scott 
Dunn Explorers children’s club, 
exclusively for Scott Dunn’s junior 
guests, from four months to 13 years.  

With a high child-to-staff ratio, 
including one nanny to every two 
children under two years old, and 
activity plans tailored for each age 
bracket, parents are able to relax and 
unwind knowing their children are in 
safe hands. Activities at the Explorers 
Club are both on and off-site, ranging 
from cookery classes to visiting the 
local island of Lopud.

For your chance to win, simply 
answer the following question 
on our website at: 
independentschoolparent.com/win

Q. In which month did the  
Scott Dunn Explorers Club at  
Sun Gardens, Dubrovnik, open?

Terms & Conditions: All entries must be received before 11.59pm on 18 June 2014. The four-night stay may be redeemed at any point during the year except July and August and 
the prize must be used by 30/06/15. *The two places in the Scott Dunn Explorers club are subject to availability and depend on the dates of travel, there will be no cash alternative 
should places at the Explorers Club be unavailable. 

Your prize includes:
A four-night stay in a luxurious two 
bedroom residence, passes to the 
Scott Dunn Explorers children’s 
club* and access to all facilities.

How to enter
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