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Welcome to your

SUMMER HOME I,

If you want sun, sea and sunshine this summer, we've picked our favourite villas
- —from just £500 a week - in the Mediterranean. Time lo plan your gelaway
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SPAIN & PORTUGAL

SPECIAL OCCASION:

A beautiful house in a stunning
setting, Casa Soller will appeal
to family gatherings of all
ages or groups of friends,
particularly for a big birthday
or anniversary celebration. An
elegant town house situated
in the centre of Soller (a small,
quiet, yet picturesque town
ringed by imposing mountains),
it's located over four floors, so

are six double bedrooms all
with their own bathrooms, plus
a gym room, a home cinema
and an outdoor pool. The
house was recently renovated
to bring its Art Nouveau style
back to life, which means you
may not wish to leave its
elegant rooms or leafy garden,
but it's easy to take the train
into Palma, 30 minutes away.

AFFORDABLE LUXURY:

On the outskirts of Ibiza Town
you'll find Casa Cristal, a slick,
modern, steel-and-glass building
decorated throughout in cool
white, grey and blue tones.
Set over two floors, the master
bedroom suite dominates the
upper level, and downstairs
you'll find two further bedrooms
(also en suite) and an open-
plan kitchen and dining area.
From the roof terrace you
can see out to neighbouring
island, Formentera.

|biza Town is steps away;
don’t miss a stroll around

the atmospheric Dalt Vila, or
old town, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site entered by a huge,
Roman stone portal, and walk
around the battlements. There
are plenty of beautiful beaches
nearby to choose from, such as
Playa D’en Bossa or Las Salinas.
And catch a spectacular Ibizan
sunset from a viewpoint like
Hacienda Na Xamena, on the
northernmost tip of the island.

noisy kids can have their own
space upstairs (and you can
have peace downstairs!). There

-+ Sleeps 4-6; a week at the Villa in Prainha
Alvor costs from £525, or from £87.50 per
person; book via homeaway.co.uk >>
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AROUND £500:

A few miles away from Corfu Old Town, and a five-minute walk
from the beautiful beach of Ipsos Bay, is an elegant mansion house
situated in an olive grove, called Il Giardino Segreto di Prospero.
The property is divided into four residences. For a couple
seeking a mix of tranquillity and beauty, Puck is the best choice.
It consists of an open-plan area with kitchen (there is also a BBQ
outdoors), spacious living room, bedroom and bathroom. The
large terrace looks out onto the sea and Pantokrator mountain.
You can go horse-riding around the island or on a boat trip.

e

AFFORDABLE LUXURY:

Chania Old Town is one of
Crete’s most evocative cities,
with a pretty Venetian quarter,
mazes of narrow streets and a
busy harbour. Perched above
it, on a steep hill, is a sleek
and polished architectural
gem, Villa Zaimis. This five-
bedroom, multi-level property
has a large private pool, a
lovely terrace overhung with
olive trees, plenty of garden
space to relax or dine in,

and, of course, incredible
views. There’s a games room
with pool table, baby and

" concierge, and you can also

toddler equipment, an on-site

arrange for a private chef to
cook for you.

Exploring Chania will reveal
its history as a city inhabited
by Romans, Byzantines and
Ottomans among others. It
has plenty of charming cafés
and restaurants, but a must
do is to watch the sunset by
the old lighthouse. The more
adventurous can take a trip
into the mountains, or discover
sleepy fishing villages on a
drive around the island.

VUL OB, SPORDES

- Sleeps 8; a week at Villa
Jura costs from £4,622
per week, or £577.75

per person; book via
thethinkingtraveller.com

QUIRKY LUXURY:

In the middle of a grove of
almond trees, near the beaches
of Valras, is a delightful
treehouse built for two. Its huge
windows and sliding doors
mean it's very light and airy,
with a terrace that nestles

in the treetops. The decor

is stylish throughout, with

an open-plan design, walk-in
shower, cosy living space and,
perhaps best of all, your own
outdoor Jacuzzi. Breakfast is
delivered by rope and pulley so

you don’t even have to venture
back down to the ground. Visit
the historic city of Agde, or

the elegant university town of
Montpellier; its vast Place de la
Comédie is the perfect place
to park up in a café, order a
Chocolat Liégeois (the local
ice cream sundae) and people
watch to your heart’s content.
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or £110.25 per person;

book via airbnb.co.uk >>



\ The town of Scicli is one of the
UNESCO-listed Baroque towns
of south-eastern Sicily, but
feels very off-the-beaten-track.
Studded with beautiful, ancient
buildings, its picturesque
setting served as a main
location to Italian detective
drama Inspector Montalbano.
Villa Alessandra is a lovely,
four-bedroomed property
situated in the hills. It combines
traditional stone features with
modern architecture, and
features jaw-dropping details,
such as an infinity pool with a

AFFORDABLE LUXURY: VILLAA!

The Salento is the
southernmost part of Italy’s
“heel”; and one of its most
beautiful areas. Near the
seaside town of Santa Maria
di Leuca sits Villa Blanca,

a show-stopping property
with ten acres of lush, green
grounds, featuring a huge

phenomenal view, an indoor
wellness area with a whirlpool
bath and sauna, and a glass-
floored kitchen and dining area.
Scicli shares its architectural
heritage with other towns,
such as Ragusa and Modica,
but it also has some unique
attractions of its own, including
a neatly kept centre, fine clean
stonework, and a dramatic
situation in a basin overhung
by churches and monasteries
on high crags. Don’t miss
the Palazzo Beneventano, a
wonderful Baroque palace.

SPECIAL OCCASION:

swimming pool looking out
onto the sea and olive groves
below. There is a spacious
living room, a drawing room, a
modern kitchen, and four of the
five bedrooms are en suite. You
can have breakfast prepared
by a personal chef every day, or
call on one for a big celebration

meal. There are good beaches
nearby, while some stretches
of rocky coastline feature cliffs
peppered with grottoes,
which you can visit by boat.

) SIiups 4; a week in Villa Alba costs from £441, or
£110.25 per person; book via freelanceholidays.co.uk >>
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CROATIA®

QUIRRY LUXURY:

The island of Hvar is one of the loveliest on the Dalmatian coast.
It has a rich cultural heritage and is also known for its production
of wine and olive oil. Stay somewhere with a difference, in a
former windmill that was built by Franciscan monks in 1761. The
four-storey building has been beautifully restored, and combines
traditional materials with eco-technology — it has its own water
supply and heating system. There’s a cosy living area, dining room
and garden, and the views over Hvar Old Town are impressive.

Stroll down the marble streets of the walled Old Town, stop
for coffee — or a glass of local wine — in the lovely, wide main
square, or take a boat out to the nearby Pakleni Islands, which
offer fabulous, sheltered beaches.

L }

“AROUND £500: STRIA |

- Sleeps 8; a week at Villa ]
Ivanka costs from £575, 1’
or £72 per person; book i
via interhome.co.uk w&h

LUXURY:

Croatia’s breathtaking walled city on the Med (where parts of
Game of Thrones are filmed) is the jewel in the country’s crown.
Treat yourself to a stay in a residence at the Sun Gardens five-
star resort, which means you have access to all the facilities of its
hotel, but all the benefits of a private property. Ranging in size from
one to three bedrooms, the villas here all boast spectacular views
from the terrace over the Elafiti archipelago, and are beautifully
furnished with a dining area, kitchenette and en suite bathrooms.
Walk the magnificent 12th-century city walls, which will give you
a great bird’s eye perspective over the elegant red rooftops. Other
must dos include the Rector’s Palace and the Maritime Museum.

Find your perfect summer villa
at womanandhome.com/travel
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